
Sample Questions for Duke Energy

• Why are you here now? Why didn’t you stage an Expo in Reading a year ago? Two years ago?

• You have repeatedly said that you “are working closely with local municipalities on ordinance 
language.” How is this not a blatant conflict of interest?

• Would you be opposed to including language in our ordinance that provides a complaint resolution 
process? This would be intended to enforce any wind developer to mitigate any potential problems 
such as noise, flicker, critical habitat impacts, property value impact, etc.

• A mosquito buzzing around in your bedroom at night is roughly 25-30 db. Everyone would agree 
that it is annoying and distracting. Why, then, would a wind turbine noise level of 55 db be 
considered acceptable, even allowing for different opinions on what is “loud”?

• What happens if a turbine catches on fire? What is the proper safety procedure? Are the fumes 
toxic?

• How many substations and power lines will be needed for this project? Will the lines be 
underground or above ground? What kind of substations?  How large will they be, and where will 
they be located? Will transmission line placement involve eminent domain?

• The wind energy industry alleges, through studies they have funded themselves, that real estate 
property values will not be negatively affected by turbines placed throughout a community.  
However, independent appraisal companies have done thorough studies that have shown 
otherwise. For example, one study that focused on two Wisconsin counties showed that vacant 
property near turbines dropped an average of 43%, while improved properties declined by 39%. 

Will there be a guarantee in place to ensure that property owners will be reimbursed for any 
decrease in property values caused by the turbines? 

• If your position is that property values will not be negatively impacted by the turbines, then why not 
offer a guarantee as a gesture of good faith?

• We have heard that many leases include a “gag order” clause preventing lessors from making 
negative remarks about the wind project or its developer. Why? 

• We have also heard that owners of properties near leaseholders have been presented with “good 
neighbor” contracts paying them a nominal yearly sum in exchange for their silence. Why are you 
buying people’s silence?

• In other communities, banks have stated that “deal breakers” for loan approval included 1. Location 

on a landfill, 2. Construction near an oil spill, or 3. Location near “windmills.” Is it possible that in 
our situation, banks could deny financing to interested buyers because of proximity to turbines?



• How many temporary jobs will be created by this project? How many local goods and services will 

be purchased? How many permanent local jobs will be created? Considering that our local 
workforce does not have turbine manufacturing or assembling expertise, what is the reality of you 
employing or even buying local?

• What will happen to these turbines if and when the current federal subsidies dry up? What will 
happen to these turbines if they prove not to be profitable or if they become obsolete? What 
guarantees will be provided for proper decommissioning and removal?


